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Activities so varied, and discharged with so much
merit, indicate a man at once practical,  able,  in
dustrious,   and  many-sided.    I  had  myself,   at  no
^^	period   which   was   relevant,   any   opportunity   of
influencing such matters; but I always regretted
that Lord Salisbury was a member neither of the
first nor of the second Coalition. We should have
gained by his inclusion. And I think that he would
have gained something too. For he would have realised
(he never quite did) at once the immense difficulties
in which the country was placed, and to which it
was so loj^g to remain exposed; and he would, I
think, or, at least, he might, have realised that,
in the attempt to solve those difficulties by the
painful reconstruction of our national life, there was
much to be said for a postponement of our old party
strife. It may at least be moderately claimed that
*	up to the present the other view has not been con-
spicuously successful.
Lord Salisbury is a very effective and forcible
^	debater in the House of Lords.    And if the material
p	is sometimes  a little thin,  and its  presentation a
1	little acrid, he none the less enjoys in that assembly
i;	an influence largely due to his vigorous  speeches,
'i	but perhaps not less to the fact that everyone likes,
1	respects, and trusts him.    It is, for instance, never
possible to doubt, when you listen to him, that here is a man, whether he be right or whether he be wrong, who is attempting to offer the best counsel in his power in the spirit of one who has no desire except to help his country. The only criticism which can "reasonably be made of his Parliamentary judgment and his presentation of a Parliamentary case is that he is apt to be too impetuous. Sometimes the vocal
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